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Part 1. Listen to the conversation and answer the questions in ENGLISH. You will

hear it three times.
Questions: A7V 7k

A1

What annoyed the woman?

i 2

What is the man’s usual purpose for using a cell phone?

A 3

Who does the man send text messages to?

R 4

What does the man propose for the woman’s friend Gina?


https://math4u.site/temp/eng/kenritsu_2024_kouki_1.mp3

Part 2. Listen to the passage and answer the questions in ENGLISH. You will hear
it three times.

Questions: A7V 7'k

1
Who was John McConnell?

A 2

What was the purpose of a special holiday?

& 3
When was the first Earth Day held?

[ 4

How many countries celebrate Earth Day on April 227

&5

What is a very common activity that people do on Earth Day?

f& 6

When is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day?


https://math4u.site/temp/eng/kenritsu_2024_kouki_2.mp3

(2] Read the passage below and answer the question in ENGLISH.

Paris—Plastic has infiltrated all parts of the ocean and is now found “in the smallest
plankton up to the largest whale” wildlife group WWF said on Tuesday, calling for
urgent efforts to create an international treaty on plastics.

Tiny fragments of plastic have reached even the most remote and seemingly pristine
regions of the planet: it peppers Arctic sea ice and has been found inside fish in the
deepest recesses of the ocean, the Mariana Trench.

There is no international agreement in place to address ,jthe problem, although
delegates meeting in Nairobi for a United Nations environment meeting this month are
expected to launch talks on a worldwide plastics treaty.

WWEF sought to bolster the case for action in its latest report, which synthesizes more
than 2,000 separate scientific studies on the impacts of plastic pollution on the oceans,
biodiversity and marine ecosystems.

The report acknowledged that there is currently insufficient evidence to estimate the
potential repercussions on humans.

@ But it found that the fossil-fuel derived substance “has reached every part of the
ocean, from the sea surface to the deep ocean floor. from the poles to coastlines of the
most remote islands and is detectable in the smallest plankton up to the largest whale.”

some estimates, between 19 and 23 million tons of plastic waste is washed

into the world’s waterways every year, the WWF report said.

4)This is largely from single-use® plastics, which still constitute more than 60% of
marine pollution, although more and more countries are acting to ban their use.

@ “In many places (we are) reaching some kind of saturation point for marine ecosys-
tems, where we're approaching levels that pose a significant threat,” said Eirik Lindeb-
jerg, Global Plastics Policy Manager at WWF.

In some places there is a risk of “ecosystem collapse.” he said.

Many people have seen images of seabirds choking on plastic straws or turtles wrapped
in discarded fishing nets, but he said the danger is across the entire marine food web.

It “will affect not only the whale and the seal and the turtle, but and the
animals that depend on those,” he added.

In one 2021 study, 386 fish species were found to have ingested plastic, out of 555
tested.

Separate research, looking at the major commercially fished species, found up to 30%
of cod in a sample caught in the North Sea had microplastics in their stomach.

Once in the water, the plastic begins to degrade, becoming smaller and smaller until
it is a “nano plastic,” invisible to the naked eye.

So even if all plastic pollution stopped completely, the volume of microplastics in the
oceans could still double by 2050.



But plastic production continues to rise, potentially doubling by 2040, according to
projections cited by WWEF, with ocean plastic pollution expected to triple during the
same period.

Lindebjerg compares the situation to the climate crisis — and the concept of a “car-
bon budget,” that caps the maximum amount of COy that can be released into the
atmosphere before a global warming cap is exceeded.

“There is actually a limit to how much plastic pollution our marine ecosystems can
absorb,” he said.

@ Those limits have already been reached for microplastics in several parts of the world.
according to WWF, particularly in the Mediterranean, the Yellow and East China Seas
(between China, Taiwan and the Korean Peninsula) and in the Arctic sea ice.

“We need to treat it as a fixed system that fydoesn’t absorb plastic, and that’s why we

2

need to go towards zero emissions, zero pollution as fast as possible,” said Lindebjerg.

WWEF is calling for talks aimed at drawing up an international agreement on plastics
at the U.N. environment meeting. from February 28 to March 2 in Nairobi.

@ It wants any treaty to lead to global standards of production and real “recyclability.”
@ Trying to clean up the oceans is “extremely difficult and extremely expensive.” Lin-

debjerg said, adding that it was better on all metrics not to pollute in the first place.

(Adapted from World Must Work Together to Tackle Plastic Ocean Threat: WWF. VOA.
February 8, 2022. https://www.voanews.com/a/world-must-work-together-to-tackle-plastic-
ocean-threat-wwif-/6432062.html)

* single-use: made to be used once only

HELEED @ © Agence France-Presse
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Explain what , the problem is.

Which word is the closest in meaning to p)repercussions? Choose the best answer from
A to D.

A. consequences

B. demonstrations

C. permissions

D. recessions

Which of the following expressions can fit in blank ? Choose the most appro-
priate answer from A to D.

A. According to
B. Because of
C. In spite of
D. Thanks to

Explain what This refers to. 4)This refers to.

Which of the following expressions can fit in blank ? Choose the most appro-
priate answer from A to D.

A. all microplastics

B. huge fish stocks

C. the amount of COy

D. the most remote island

Referring to the passage, fill in the blanks below.

Once in the water, the plastic begins to degrade, becoming so (D ) that we cannot
see it. By 2050 the volume of these microplastics (2 ) be (B ) as much as the
present volume even if all plastic pollution stopped. If plastic production continues to
rise, the extent of plastic pollution is expected to increase to (@ ) times as much.

Explain why our marine ecosystem doesn’t yyabsorb plastic.

Which of the following sentences is true? Choose the best answer from A to D.

A. Recycling materials is enough to make the natural environment sustainable.

B. Plastic pollution may be remedied in about 30 years with everyone’s effort.

C. Not to pollute the environment from the beginning is the key to protecting nature.

D. Very small pieces of plastic have been found only in some areas.
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What can you do in your daily life to ease “ocean plastic pollution”? Write your opinion
in about 70 words. You must give at least one example in relation to your daily life.
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The most important characteristic of Japanese thinking can be termed a “oneness of
humanity and nature”. Examples of this trait :(1) the sympathy to nature de-
picted in the Manyohshu; (2) the notion of “the beauty of change and transition” (mono
no aware) described in the famous Tale of Genji: (3) the delicate sentiment conveyed
by the Kokin-wakashu; and (4) the stylish(iki) lifestyle and art in the urban culture of
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Yedo (old name of Tokyo). Yujiro Nakamura (1967).
a contemporary Japanese philosopher, dubbed this tradition “emotional naturalism.”
nAccording to this tradition, the Japanese perception is oriented toward objects in

nature that are subtle but, at the same time, visual and concrete. While Japanese

epistemology*! has nurtured a delicate and sophisticated sensitivity to nature, it has
prevented the objectification of nature and the development of “sound skepticism*2.”
Nakamura argued that the Japanese had failed to build up a rational thought of clear
universality, because they did not succeed in the separation and objectification of self

and nature.

Basic attitudes associated with the “oneness of humanity and nature” in Japanese
epistemology o[ in / also be / the structural characteristics / found / can | of the

Japanese language. According to Kumakura (1990), a Japanese linguist, physical and
concrete images of objects are indispensable for Japanese expression; an essential episte-
mological pattern for the Japanese is to think visually and manipulate tangible images.
In the Japanese language, statements made by the speaker articulate* certain concrete
images. These images, irrespective of** whether they belong to the world of reality or
the imagination, are all realistic to the speaker because they exist as a reality within
the mind of the speaker the moment they are spoken. Even when the speaker narrates
a past experience, the concrete images of the experience are revived within himself or
herself. Put simply, the Japanese language is characterized by visual concepts that are
highly context-specific in terms of both time and space.

The inherent characteristics of the Japanese language reveal a unique view of time
and space. The Japanese see time as a continuous flow of a permanently updated
“present.” Many Japanese novels do not have any fixed time point in their plots,
and traditional Japanese poems are free from any fixed time perspective. )
Westerners have a sequential view of time and grasp the present and forecast the future
in a historical retrospection of the past. The Japanese view of time is more circular and
momentalistic. Everything appears and disappears occasionally and ultimate reality
is confined to “here and now.” To the Japanese, emphasis is given to leaving their
existence to the flow of time and placing a high value on being flexible in accordance
with the flux*® and transition of the world. The Japanese view of space is also free from
a fixed perspective, as is clearly depicted in traditional Japanese art. Although Western
drawings view things from a fixed standpoint, Japanese drawings do not fix the artist’s
viewpoint. In the traditional Japanese woodcut print ukiyoe, for example, the rendition
of the parts is realistic but the distance is not determined from one fixed point. Since
the perspective is not fixed, there is no need to draw shadows.



The basic attitude of the “oneness of humanity and nature” found in the Japanese
language and the flexible view of time and space clearly illustrates a Japanese tendency
to deal with sensitive emotional movements rather than to abide by any fixed worldview
or metaphysics. The Japanese have a tendency in their own world of experience

without |I| to any abstract or metaphysical theory in order to determine the
relationship between human thought and nature. Such a basic attitude of the “oneness
of human and nature” is one of the most important characteristics of the Japanese
intellectual tradition. We do not regard this tradition as underdeveloped, but believe
it can complement the Cartesian*® separation of man and nature in which Western
philosophical traditions are deeply rooted.

(Adapted from Tkujiro Nonaka and Hirotaka Takeuchi. The Knowledge-Creating Company:
How Japanese Companies Create the Dynamics of Innovation. Oxford University Press. 1995.
pp.27-29.)

*1 epistemology: the part of philosophy that deals with knowledge

*2 sound skepticism: an attitude of doubting that claims or statements are true
*3 articulate: to express or explain your thoughts or feelings clearly in words
*4 irrespective of: without considering something or being influenced by it

*5 flux: continuous movement and change

*6 Cartesian: connected with the French philosopher Descartes and his ideas about phi-
losophy and mathematics
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Part 1.
fi# 1

Part 2.
fiZ1

fiZ 2

fi2 5

iz 6

A. loud phone conversation on the train did.

It is to pass the time.

He sends them to girls.

He proposes that Gina should go to the police.

He was a scientist and peace activist.

It was to educate people about environmental issues.

It was held in March 1970.

190 countries celebrate it.

It is to plant trees.

It is the year 2020.
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(2) f#1

Plastic has infiltrated all parts of the ocean and is now found in the smallest
plankton up to the largest whale.

A
A

The estimation that between 19 and 23 million tons of plastic waste is washed into
the world’s waterways every year.

B

D small @) could @) twice @ three

There is a limit to how much plastic pollution our marine ecosystems can absorb,
and several parts of the world have already reached the limits.

C

I often observe a lot of artificial objects washed up on the coast. They are beer
bottles, old shoes, broken toys, and so forth. However, plastic products account
for a majority. Plastic breaks down into microplastics in the ocean. They are so
small that it is impossible to collect them. An effective measure we can take is to
refrain from producing and using single-use plastic products. (66 words)

11
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Japanese culture often emphasizes harmony, while Western cultures value indi-
vidualism. This cultural difference shapes their problem-solving approaches. For
example, the Japanese avoid confrontation and try to find a middle ground to
maintain peace in a group, whereas Westerners do not always avoid confrontation
and they value arguments as constructive. (49 words)
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Part 1. 277k

Kate:

Jason:

Kate:

Jason:

Kate:

Jason:

A girl on the train this morning was talking really loudly on her cell phone.
I think it’s so annoying when people talk loudly on their cell phones. I don’t
want to listen to other people’s phone conversations when I'm on the train.

I know what you mean, but cell phones keep you from getting bored. I often
call my friends when I'm traveling to work, just to pass the time.

Why don’t you use text messaging instead? Then you won’t disturb people.

Actually, I use text messaging a lot. It’s such an easy way to flirt with girls!
I can even send messages to girls I've never met before. It’s a great way to
meet people.

I don’t think that you should send messages to people you don’t know. My
friend Gina has been getting rude messages and she doesn’t know who is
sending them. It’s quite scary.

That’s terrible! Maybe she should go to the police. I think the main advantage

of cell phones is that they are useful in emergencies. Your cell phone could
save your life one day!

(Gillian Flaherty and Hideo Oka. Which Side Are You on?: Forming Views and
Opinions. Seibido. 2017. p.4.)
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Part 2.
2097 | B

In the 1950s and 1960s, a scientist and peace activist named John McConnell became
increasingly worried about the earth. He thought that humans were not taking care of
the environment. He proposed a special holiday to educate people about environmental
issues. His proposal won support from many politicians, and the first Earth Day was
held in March 1970. Universities and schools around the United States held activities
to make people think about environmental problems such as pollution, oil spills, and
wildlife extinction.

Nowadays, Earth Day is celebrated in 190 countries on April 22. More than a billion
people take part in Earth Day activities, making it the biggest non-religious celebration
in the world. Human rights and peace activists want people to change their behavior so
everyone can enjoy the planet’s natural resources for centuries to come. One of the most
common Earth Day activities is to plant trees. Trees can improve the environment by
reducing greenhouse gasses, producing oxygen, providing homes for birds and insects,
and controlling pollution. The year 2020 marks the 50" anniversary of Earth Day. Isn’t
that wonderful?

(Diane H. Nagatomo. Chat and Share!: Topic Starters for Today’s Students. Kinseido.
2020. p.54.)
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HRIRZ R DI e ZRE U2, HOREIIZL L DBIEROLRZ25T, 19704F 3 HIiZ
WIET—ATADBMEINE Uiz, 2RO RFERFEMRIL, 1HY. AMlid. BEEY
D7 ¥ DEEREIZ O WT AL IZEZ I A 2T WNE L,

BE, 7T—ATA1F4 322 HiZ 190 PETHOLNTWET, 7T—AT 1 DIEEHIZIT
W0RAERSILTEY, FEHERSEREROKME L >TVWET, AME O
HEIR =613, HED VRS BMAMRIZE 72> THIBRO RAREFR 2 EZTE L LD, A%
DITENZEZ D EHOKRDTVWET, T—AT 1 Db KW IEEID 1 DI, KEHEZ
5Z2TY, R, BESRTAZHIR L, MBEZEK L, SPRERITELZ 2L,
HERE2HIEHT AL TEREZRET LI D TEET, 2020 LT — AT 1 50
JAEIZHT-0FT, THNEFEBESLWZ L TERVWTL L D0 ?
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5% Part 2.
i1

passage DEHIIZ a scientist and peace activist named John MacConnell & #H/T X
NnTns,

w2 [
251 BEEE 3 3C (He proposed a special - -+ ) (2 [EREFIEIZCOWT AL ZHET 572
D | special holiday ZfeE L7z & H 5,

3 [ [
55 1 B2 4 X (His proposal won - - - ) 12 [EDIREIFE < DBEARIZEKFFE v, 1970
3 HIZHA)D Earth Day 23Bn =] &5 5,

4 [ [

55 2 B2l 1 3 (Nowadays, Earth Day ---) 2, [ HTIX, 4 H 22 HIZ 190 #[ET
Earth Day 2D i1 T3] £H 5B,

it 5

55 2 BEES 4 3C (One of the most ---) IZ [Earth Day Tixd & <7 B{GEED—
Dl ffTH B L RENTNE,

it 6

Be&ED 5 2 DH®D X (The year 2020 ---) (2, 2020 4£1Z Earth Day @ 50 A4 5l&
BRfrbhs] b5,
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(2]

CBOTZZRF v ViER)

i1

fift 2

it 3

it 4

it 5

it 6

w7

55 1 B2 1 3 (Paris-Plastic has--- ) (2 [ F9AF v 7B EOH 5D 5 L ZAILRE
LTED, SPRNDT IV Mo DROHRRDIVFIZELETHRNLL T T A
FvIMEDIMMoTWVWE] b D,

repercussions & (& [JEEE| O Z 27D T, A. consequences [(FEW) FER, #
) PEEZEEL LD,

[HBHWEIZLD L] LTHLEKRNPESDT, A According to H3#E Y,

BIERIZ [ BHERETIE, 8AE 1900~2300 5 b > D T T A F v 7 BEEYH LD 7K
FAZHRIVAATWS ] 2H D, ThisldIhziELTW5S,

ZETe MEENDHEXDEFEI T TERRDFHE] 2L TWDE, TE7 YT,
THITY, HALFTHRLARENSIZFHSTHESTWAIEW bt E L2 5 X 572
A5 LN ZEHRDT, ZEA e lZ1& B. huge fish stocks B K7 FBHEIR ] AN Y,

@ % 15 B¢ (Once in the water, - -+ ) 12 TWo 7z AKIZAD & T T AF v 710N
MESTHEARLANS LD, RIRTRRZABRNF ) TIAFvIIZ85] LdD
DT small Y, @ - QHBL6B (Soevenifall--) 12 TIRTDTIAF v
BERDVFERIZIEE 2728 UTH, OB T I AF v 7 DI 2050 4% TIZ
g rgEtEDH 5] LH B, @ % 17 B (But plastic production---) (& 75
AF v I DEENEAKET DL - DT I AF Y ZIERIZIMHITR L L FHTN
5] LHB, KX Tl triple WO EFADVPHVSNT WS M, ZEFT @) X times as
much DH[ZD T three LEET D &,

5 19 Bk (“There is actually --- ) (2 TTEEERRD T I AF v 7 HRZIRINTE S
HIZIERADRHZ] £H D, F725 20 B (Those limits have --- ) (Zi& MEF DO W
KOPDOHFTIITTIZZDRIFUIEL T WS LH D,
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bt 8

A.

[EREREE 2 R T RER L D 2 T 5720121k, MRV 31 7 V2T 213+
THD] TIAFY ZIXORTIEFEIZINS T ) TIAF v I NERfRL,
ZFDD, T/ TIAFy I EEILT THEZ ENWIZT 5 DIXIEF IR
(ALER) TH D, VT A ZNETCIlkFfalgE s BARBRRIZEB TE VoD
T, KXDOHNEIZEH LR,

[BABDEIIZE T, 7I7AF v 7ERIIMNI0ETHET 200 LA
W AT ZED KD R IE WD T, HELRW,

(R OBRIRZBR LBV &N, BREZFLHTH L] mifkB (Trying to
clean - - )12 TR SHER LBV EDRTRTORMTENTVS] &HD
DT, GHT 5,

FERICINS T I AF v 7 i — OB Z I THRRINTEZ] 51K
(Paris-Plastic has - -+ ) I [ 75 AF v 73D TRTOHAFITIRZELTWVWS |
LHBHDT, AELRN,

o [ [
BRIRDOZRMIIIRD 3K TH S, O THETIAF Y 7ERZBOSTZOIZED
DOHEEIETMNRTEZE0] 1I22O2VWTEL, QMNT0EOEXTEL, @ HaDH
HAEEICEE T 2412 D7k & 1 DFIT 5,
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(3]

(BERANDEDDEZ T

i1

it 2

Bt 3

Wt 4

b5

it 6

w7

ZEA A DBRIZBITONTVWS (1)~3) 1. HAADEX HOFRHBTHS TALH
RO—KK] OPITH D, TD-HZEF AIZADEEL LTI, exit BRI D] |
explain [~%FiMHT 5] | improve [~%ZHET 5] TiE% <, c include (&
RO—H L L) ~%2 &) MY,
HANDZEZ T ORMETHZ TNEHRED KK IZDOWTOFHHATH 5, be
oriented toward ~ [~IZFAITHNT WS ] DFEMIZIERT S & & HIZ, that are
subtle- - - OB that DIEATFIXERTD nature TIXZ <, ZDHTD objects
ThHhbdIZEIZEELZ\, 72, subtle but, at the same time, visual and concrete
&, AR D B2 DL DIZ WA, 3 DDA subtle, visual, concrete 3
objects Z Y 51K,

'—:7-2. ‘52’#: % RS & WIEE+ B OFEE) OfilAEHHE T can also be HRAE
U. THREERD of & DD/ A5 the structural characteristics (of the Japanese
language) WAL T B, FK - 7z found & can also be found T HE)HE (be done) 7A*
F%AZ U, 5% 72 in 13445 the structural characteristics DRTIZE K T & W TE 5,
Z 5 L TH ST can also be found in the structural characteristics % X H1IZ 24
TlED 5 e, THARDORMGmIZH S TN HRE D—KIK) Z%if)")b\tﬁzﬁﬁ/]

%, HAGEOMENRIEIZERoNS] > TXEMNED, AXDRIZ
B

Kumakura O & RIEEE 2 B2 2 3 (According to Kumakura...) BARIZER S50
TW5, MEXZ THAERFEORHEZFHHL LI\ & H 5 DT, physical and

concrete images of objects are indispensable for Japanese expression D5 % 20

FIRETELDE I L,

HARANDKHIZOWTORZA FEHHEADZNZ WL L TVWAEDEHRS. b, In
contrast [ & I HEAIZ ] ASEE Y,

E]ZIKJ\@E#F'EJ LB DR ZFIZDNWT Cj: %5 3 B¢ (The inherent characteristics.) T
FiZRRSENTWD, (7) D THARGE f%ﬁ#ﬁﬁc‘i”’ﬂfﬁlﬁ@?ﬂiﬁo)%@l 2B U
Tl 1§§C¢Téiéi aﬁﬁﬂb%%t&bﬁétﬁlu ZHLD BT I FREEICE
@é@#ﬁ%bwo()fr%WaWW@%M%M®E¢WJ%éﬁé:aﬁﬁb
SNTVWEHDT, XFTIRIEAFZELHLTr S, TORMAHIZE SRz
(T)TEEDBEIITTEE, ELXTLREZAD,

WEXERZE THRNIADEZ LR DBEFREZIET S LT, HSORERD
HFIZ TC. HEA5]) L3 2MmAH L, MERNEM EZNEGIC TD. FA 5]
\_tlibﬁb\J WIS ERIZRS, C iFJU@%ﬂk?b‘?f)’é@“CTEﬂ to stay 7 @
WTHO, D IXETER without D7D THEIZE appealing DS TH 5,
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bt 8

a.

b. %

551 B2 2 3 (Examples of this...) @ (2) 12, NEEYIEE) © T DD Hb]
LUT IZEEBAVDORLE ] BHEPNT0WEEHEDT, O,

2 B8 3 - 4 X (In the Japanese language,... they are spoken.) (2, [HAGE
TIFASIFERNRAA -V %IFoE D tzrb HBROGE B AMEREFEE U

ftéifwéjt%b WEEFEE D Z L TRV D T, x,

3 B4 S (Since the perspective -+ ) 12 T(HZARDAEAERI R E D 77 A2 1)
ﬁﬁ%ﬁibfbtbk@\%%ﬁ<%gﬁﬁbjZ%D\Oo

4 B¢ B4 3L (We do not regard -+ ) 12 TAE HRDHFMNNIZHN T 2HAANDHE
zﬁi&ﬁma%@fi&< PEIEED T A0V SRR & BARD 7t % 4l 58
THLDTHD] LHDDT, x,

o [ [
BB OEMITIRD 3 HTH 5,
@ HALWROEERE Z 51281 5 ULFEIZ DO WTEL,
Q@ HAFIZB T RBSHADEZZ2BRD,
@) 50 FERREEDEFETHRAR D, ERARIIZ I AWV, IEIC & < HER

52k,
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